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The essays of both volumes, in the original German, have been col- (V)
lected in Martin Buber, Werke. Dritter Band: Schriften Zum Chassi-
dismus (Munich and Heidelberg: Kosel- Verlag; 1963). The original
publication dates and places of the essays are recorded on pp. 1269-70

of that volume.
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«Judaism and Mankind» in On Judaism (New York: Shocken; 1972), (V)
p. 28.

Ibid.,p.29 (V)
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Ibid., pp. 30-31. Buber did not regard all periods of the history of Ju- v

daism as equally worthy of contemporary emulation. Indeed, he re-
garded the post- biblical religion of the rabbis as a frequently barren
effort to capture an essentially free God in the institutional web of
law and ritual. Rather his interest lay in those moments in which great
spirits transcendened the institutional religiosity of their own day to
retrieve a living experience of the source of religious life. Hence his ed-
moration for Jesus, on the one hand, and medieval Jewish mystics, on
the other. For Buber’s critique of Rabbinic Judaism, see, for example,
«The Renewal of Judaism», ibid. , pp. 44-49, and «Myth in Judaism»,
ibid. , pp. 98-100; for his general critique of religion as an attempt to
reify an essentially free God, see I and Thou. Trans. W. Kaufmann
(New York: Scribners; 1970), pp. 160-68, and «Symbolic and Sacre-
mental Existence», in The Origin and Meaning of Hasidism (New
York: Haroer Torchbook; 1960), pp. 168-69.
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The spirit of the Orient and Judaismv, in ibid. , p. 75. (V)

In this sense, the early Buber’s «Cultural Zionism», Which sees the (Y)
Jewish return to Zion as an historical event that testifies to processes
occurring at ahidden level of spirit, share much with the controversial
visionary Abraham Isaac Kook, who saw in secular Zionism comfir-
mation of certain elements of late medieval kabbalist eschatology. For
Kook’s views, see the selections of his work anthologized in A. Hertz-
berg, The Zionist Idea (New York: Antheneum; 1977), pp. 417-31,
and B. Z. Bokser, trans. Abraham Isaac Kook: The Lights of Peni-
tence, The Moral Principles, Lights of Holiness, Essays, Letters and
Poems (New York, Ramsey. Toronto: Paulist Press: 1978), pp. 126-28,
256-302.

1



el Ol andl ) udad) e i) ks pds
e as vy Jbr ) colul z.gbﬁ.:.‘\

Jai s NVY ple oW L0 Supb Glast L sy G

re-i-‘Lé-:‘J». chais i pgeal) 3,500 iy 43 vt Y s

Uylouay dhoadl Ly dias § 0l cal) 3 Bt 1S5 Lis
Lo G el ) s sed) Bale] gl

L)oot OF LI o o peld o] E3les o 2ol i
LS el B il gl pal) bliadl Wil e o]
:(\)‘élﬁbﬁ,}f

i bl e Bl (LSl) s ) a5 0 et e
PEPR TN P RPN | DU WA I {4 ] PR TN
ol ‘,.o...Jl_,deL...HcouJL.‘_oLu&d bo.k...s-ult-,g.\ai,
oSy (S oy 5L pe ol O3 g 431
L -VTN 3 PPV PORPRNNE SN v N Iy VPR | I R SV
.équL;*oJ o P SR T |1

G 34l o Y1 L (&5, ol eliadl a3

- s g e A ol fgadl Js iy cdiss I
..... G ggdl Aol g Jado 20

IJ""&J" A, Loy CJ‘J.CL&O‘JJC;‘:J ol r..hbyu“

M-Lbdﬁru»c«.bw: 3,01 (i3 oI Loy ol 2SS
‘}5,4-«:.: L«.Ja.ﬁ LJ)SB':SL.AUQ chawoladly Al coaddl nan

«The Spirit of the Orient and Judaism», in Origin and Meaning of (V)
Hasidism, pp. 76077.
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See, for example, «Redemption», in Origin and Meaning of Hasidism, ")
pp. 206-218.
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See, for example, «The Holy Way: A Word to the Jews and the Na- (\)
tions», On Judaism, pp. 139-148.
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«Redemption», «in Origin and Meaning of Hasidism, p. 218. (V)

See, G. Sholem, «Martin Buber’s Interpretation of Hasidism», The (Y)
Messianic Idea in Judaism (New York: Schocken; 1971), pp. 227-50.
More recently Sholem’s critique has been (with less generosity than
one might have wishes) echoed and amplified by Steven T. Katz in
«Buber Misuse of Hasidic Sourses», Post- Holocaust Dialoges: Critical
Studies in Modern Jewish Thought (New York and London: New
York University Press; 1983), pp. 52-93. A useful discussion of the is-
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sues of historical interpretation which inform the debate between Bu-
ber and Scholem on the nature of Hasidism may now be consulted in
Steven D. Kepnes, «A Hermeneutic Approach to the Buber-Scholem
Controversy», Journal of jewish Studies, 38:1 (Spring 1987): 81-98.
For a perspective on this debate informed by recent ternds in «decon-
structive» literary criticism, see Laurence J. Silberstein, «Textualism,
Literary Theory and the Modern Interpretation of Judaism» in M. L.

Raphael, ed. , Approaches to Modern Judaism (Chico: Scholars Prees;
1084), I,pp. 6-8. |
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See Paul Mendes-Flohr’s introduction to The Tales of Rabbi Nach- (\)
man in the present series for a full discussion of Buber’s method in
bringing the message of the Hasidic tale ti light.
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See, for example Buber’s discussion of the impact upon him of the (1)
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tales of the Baal Shem Tov in «The Foundation Stone», in Origin and
Meaning of Hasidism, p. 71: «Reality calls for reality; the reality of a
man who has lived in intercourse with the reality of being in its full-
ness»,

For further discussion of Buber's hermeneutics and its relationship to (V)
that of his teacher, Wilhelm Dilthey, see Kepnes, «A hermeneutic Ap-
proach», pp. 82- 87.

Martin S. Jaffee
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Maurice S. Friedman, : Ll .o S dls iulyy iy Juel 236 Sta (@)
Martin Buber: The Life of Dialogue (The University of Chicago
Press, 1955)
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Martin Buber, Tales of Hasidim: The Early Masters (1947), The o)) (w)
Later Masters (1948) Shocken Books, New York.
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Martin Buber, Der Grosse Maggid und Seine Nachfolge (Frankfurt; (V)
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(*) In a collection for children, Heim der Jugend, with pictures by Hermann
Struck; these tales were not included in my book Die Geschichten des
Rabbi Nachman(1907), reprinted by Fisher Bucherei, 1955.
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(**) These stories are all included in Martin Buber, The Tales of Rabbi
Nachman, translated by Maurice Friedman (New York: The Horizon

Press, 1956)
(**) Die Legende des Baalschem (1908), reprinted as a volume of the Manesse
Bibliothek der Welt-Literature (1955), published in America and England

as The Legend of Baal-Shem, translated by Maurice Friedman (New
York; Harper & Brothers, 1955; London: East and West Library, 1956).

(***) One of these translations (although already some what frec), «Der
Zukunftsbrief», appeared in the weakly Die Welt, but was not included in
the book.
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