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Elizabeth Gould Davis, The First Sex (1971), pp. 34-35.
The argument that the male chromosome «Y» is no more
than «a defective X» has a long pedigree—see Francis
Swiney, Women and Natural Law (1912). In the modern
period it has been vigorously advanced by Valerie
Solanas in The SCUM Manifesto (New York, 1968), and
by Gould Davis: «this small and twisted Y chromosome
is a genetic error... the first males were freaks, produced
by some damage to the genes...»

Amaury de Riencourt, Women and Power in History
(1974, first published in English in 1983), p. 52.

Nigel Calder, Timescale (1984), p. 10.

Accounts of the «gene fount mother» are to be found

in the Listener, 27 February 1986, and the Guardian, 3
March 1986.

For the shortness of the first humans’ life span, see
Marian Lowe and Ruth Hubbard (eds.), Woman’s Nature:
Rationalisations of Inequality (New York and Oxford,
1983), p. 131.

George P. Murdock, Our Primitive Contemporaries (New
York, 1934); Social Structure (New York, 1949); «World
Ethnographic Sample,» American Anthropologist
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(1957); «Ethnographic Atlas: A Summary,» Ethnology
6, No. 2,109-236. Murdock’s own work is discussed
in Jo Freeman (éd.), Women: A Feminist Perspective
(Palo Alto, California, 1979), p. 94. See also the work of
Richard Lee, in Man the Hunter, eds. R. B. Lee and Irven
De Vore (1968). Lee showed that even failure at the hunt
would not induce the !'Kung bushmen of Botswana to
hunt more than one week in three or four; since hunting
was subject to magic outside their control no amount of
effort on their part, they believed, could reverse a run of
bad luck. Their refusal could go on for a month, or even
longer, during which visiting, entertaining and especially
dancing were the primary activities of the men, and
women's gathering alone sustained the tribe.

Women's gathering skills are described by Elaine Morgan
in The Descent of Woman (1972), p. 184; and see Calder,
p. 156, for a description of the botanical and ecological
knowledge displayed in the most famous of prehistoric
burials, that of «the Flower Man of Shanidar.» This
unknown Mesopotamian was laid to rest about 60,000
years ago on a bed of flowers like ragwort and hollyhock,
all known to have medicinal properties, and all used to
this day in women's traditional remedies. Of course the
flower—gatherers could have been men—but if prehistoric
Shanidar boasted a man who could tell a hollyhock from
a hole in the ground, he failed to hand down the secret of
his skill to most of his male descendants.

For a discussion of toolmaking, see Kenneth Oakley,
Man the Tool ~-Maker (1947); R— Leakey and R. Lewin,
Origins (New York, 1977); G. Isaac and R. Leakey,
Human Ancestors (1979); B. M. Fagan, People of the
Earth: An Introduction to World Pre — History (1980).

Elise Boulding, in The Underside of History (Colorado,
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10.

11.
12.

13.
14.

15.

16.

17.
18.

1976), p. 78, discusses women's discovery of the
technique of fire — hardening and suggests that women
thereby invented hunting, by providing the tribe with
weapons capable of spearing and impaling.

See Sally Slocum, «Woman the Gatherer: Male Bias in
Anthropology.» This landmark paper is to be found in
Rayna Reiter (éd.), Towards an Anthropology of Women
(New York, 1975), and in Mary Evans (éd.), The Woman
Question: Readings in the Subordination of Women
(1982). The importance of the swag bag is also discussed
by Sheila Lewenhak in Women and Work (1980), pp.
20-21.

Ibid.

The story of Man the Hunter is to be found everywhere,
in scholarly and popular books for adults and children—
see Lee and De Vore (above); S. Washburn and C. S.
Lancaster, «The Evolution of Hunting,» in Lee and De
Vore (eds.), Kalahari Hunter — Gatherers (Harvard,
1976), Sol Tax (éd.), Evolution After Darwin, Vol. Il
The Evolution of Man (Chicago, 1960); Josef Wolf and
Zdenek Burian, The Dawn of Man (London and Prague,
1978); Robert Ardrey, African Genesis (1961) and The
Hunting Hypothesis (1976); and many, many more.

Ardrey (1976), pp. 91-92.

W. 1. Thomas, Sex and Society: Studies in the Psychology
of Sex (1907), p. 228.

Calder, pp. 142-143.

Morgan, pp. 58-63. The human male’s super — sized
penis is also examined at length by Desmond Morris in
The Naked Ape (1967), p. 65 and p. 75.

Boulding, p. 83.

Vonda Mclntyre’s argument is to be found in Joanna
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19.

20.

Russ, How to Suppress Women's Writing (Texas, 1983),
pp. 51-52.

Elaine Morgan, p. 116, describes the hygiene routine of
female monkeys; Sheila Lewenhak (p. 20 and pp. 23—
24) the Stone Age sling — makers; and Paula Weideger,
History’s Mistress (1985), pp. 133—134, the experiments
with tampons.

Donald C. Johanson and Maitland A. Edey, Lucy: The
Beginnings of Humankind

(I.ondon and New York, 1981), p. 340.

21.

22.
23.
24,
25.

26.

27.
28.

30.

H. G. Wells, The Outline of History (1920), p. 94 and p.
118.

Ardrey (1976), p. 83.

Morris, p. 65 and p. 75.

Ardrey (1976), p. 100.

Charles Darwin, On the Origin of Species by Means of
Natural Selection(1859), and The Descent of Man(1871);
Thomas Huxley, Ethics and Evolution (1893); Herbert
Spencer, Principles of Biology (1864 — 1867); Carveth
Read, Origins of Man (1925); Raymond Dart, «The
Predatory Transition from Ape to Man,» International
Anthropological and Linguistic Review V i, n. 4 (1953).

Robert Ardrey (1961), p. 316; Konrad Lorenz, On
Aggression (1966); Anthony Storr, Human Aggression
(1968) p. 1.

Wells, pp. 77-78; Ardrey (1978), p. 91.

Washburn and Lancaster, p. 303; Johanson, p. 65; John
Nicholson, Men and Women: How Different Are They?
(Oxford, 1984), p. 5.

De Riencourt, p. 6.
Myra Shackley, Neanderthal Man (1980), p. 68.
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31.

32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.

39.
40.

Peter Farb, Man’s Rise to Civilization as Shown by the
Indians of North America from Primeval Times to the
Coming of the Industrial State (1968), PP — 36-37.

Shackley, p. 68.

J. Constable, The Neanderthals (1973).
Shackley, p. 206.

Ibid., p. 94.

Lowe and Hubbard, pp. 114-115.
Shackley, pp. 107-108.

Robert Graves, The New Larousse Encyclopaedia of
Mythology (1959), p. 6; and see G. — H. Luquet, The Art
and Religion of Fossil Man (Oxford, 1930).

Lewenhak, pp. 19-36.

Graves, Larousse, p. 7.

s J...a.&JI
The fullest examination of the historical phase when the
supreme deity was female has been carried out by Merlin
Stone, The Paradise Papers: The Suppression of Women's
Rites(1976), and Ancient Mirrors of Womanhood(1979);,
see also the work of Elizabeth Gould Davis (above), and
Elizabeth Fisher, Woman’s Creation: Sexual Evolution
and the Shaping of Society (New York, 1979). But this
idea has been established among scholars for many years
through the work of Erich Neumann, The Great Mother:
An Analysis of the Archetype (New York and London,
1955); E. O. James, The Cult of the Mother Goddess: An
Archaeological and Documentary Study (1959); Robert
Graves, The White Goddess: A Historical Grammar of
Poetic Myth (1948); C. Kerényi, Eleusis: Archetypal
Image of Mother and Daughter (New Y ork and London,
1967); and many others
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For a discussion on Inanna and her poet — priest
Enheduanna, see Paul Friedrich, The Meaning of
Aphrodite (Chicago and London, 1978), pp. 13-15.

The vision of L. Apuleius is to be found in The Golden
Ass, translated by Robert Graves, (Penguin, 1950), pp.
228-229. As Apuleius insists here, the goddess had
different titles and was worshiped by rites that differed
from place to place, but she was one deity, «the Goddess
of ten thousand names,» as Plutarch describes her: Isis,
Ishtar, Ashtoreth, Astarte, Athar, Aphrodite, Inanna,
Cybele, Demeter, Au Set, Alldt, and hundreds, if not
thousands more. Her titles were equally varied, and often
strangely familiar: Our Lady, the Queen of Heaven, the
Holy One, Divine Ruler, the Lady of the High Place, the
Lioness of the Gods, the Lady, the White Lady, the God
— Mother of the Country, Holy Mother.

Sir Arthur Evans, The Palace of Minos at Knossos (4
vols, 1921-1935), passim, and de Riencourt, pp. 26-27
and p. 30.

Neumann, p. 94.

The sacred status of women, and the anthropological and
archaeological evidence to support it, is to be found in
James (1959), Neumann, Wolf and Burian (above), Stone
(1976), particularly pp. 19,34, 46,172, and numerous
other sources.

«According to women archaeologists, there are far
more representations of women's thighs and vulvas in
Paleolithic cave art than has ever been reported in the
literature. Not only the Abbé Breuil, who played such an
important part in publishing this art, but several of the
other early researchers in the field were members of the
Catholic clergy, and they tended to ignore these disquieting
reminders of the dangerous female»—Fisher, p. 143. One
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10.

11.

12.
13.
14.
15.

16.

17.

honorable exception was The Art of Prehistoric Man in
Western Europe (1967), by André Leroi —Gourhan. The
frieze at Angles— surl’Anglin is discussed by John Coles
in The Archaeology of Early Man (1969), p. 248.

The mystery of birth in prehistoric cultures, and complete
ignorance of the masculine part in reproduction, are
documented in Sir James Frazer, The Golden Bough
(1922); Margaret Mead, Male and Female: A Study of the
Sexes in a Changing World (1949); Jacquetta Hawkes,
Dawn of the Gods (1958), Prehistory (New York, 1965),
The First Great Civilizations (1975); S. G. F. Brandon,
Creation Legends of the Ancient Near East (1963), and
elsewhere.

James (1959), pp. 42-43; and see the work of Graves
(1960); Frazer; and Brian Branston, The Lost Gods of
England (1974).

Allen Edwardes, The Jewel in the Lotus: A Historical
Survey of the Sexual Culture of the East (1965), pp. 58—
59.

Penelope Shuttle and Peter Redgrove, The Wise Wound:
Menstruation and Everywoman (1978), p. 178.

Graves, Larousse, p. 58.
Friedrich, p. 31.
Graves, Larousse, p. 60.

The Epic ofGilgamesh, translated by N. K. Sandars
(London, i960).

Helen Diner, Mothers and Amazons: The First Feminine
History of Culture (1932), p. 15.

M. Esther Harding, Women’s Mysteries, Ancient and
Modem: A Psychological Interpretation of the Feminine
Principle as Portrayed in Myth, Story and Dreams (New
York, 1955; English edition 1971), p. 138.
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18.

19.

20.

21.

22.
23.
24.

See Diner, p. 174; Frazer, p. 267 and p. 270; James
(1959), p. 101; and Harding, p.128.

Shuttle and Redgrove, p. 182.

The first serious work on matriarchy was done by the
Swiss scholar J. J. Bachofen in Das Mutterrecht [The
Mother Right] (1861); see the English version, Myth,
Religion and Mother — Right (Princeton, 1967). The
theory of the existence of a worldwide matriarchy
before the emergence of the «patriarchal revolution»
was also accepted by Engels in The Origin of the
Family (1884); and by Mathilde and Mathias Vaerting
in The Dominant Sex: A Study in the Sociology of
Sex Differences (English translation, 1923). Other
early contributors to the discussion included Matilda
Joslyn Gage, Women, Church and State (1893),
Robert Briffault, The Mothers (1927), and Helen
Diner (above). Later work includes that of Evelyn
Reed, Woman’s Evolution (New York, 1975), Fisher
and Gould Davis (above). See too Paula Webster,
«Matriarchy: A Vision of Power,» in Reiter (q.v.),
which includes a helpful review of the literature.

The Second Sex (English edition, 1953), p. 96; but see
«And then the Great Mother was dethroned» (p. 101),
and other similar references in Chapters 11 and 12 that
tend to undermine de Beauvoir's own dismissal of the
subject. However, hers is still substantially the position
of modern feminists—see Mary Lefkowitz, Women in
Greek Myth (1987).

Diner, p. 169.
Ibid.

Melanie Kaye, «Some Notes on Jewish Lesbian Identity»
in Nice Jewish Girls, ed. Evelyn Torton Beck (Mass.,
1982), pp. 28—44.

-364-



25.

26.

27.
28.
29.
30.

John Ferguson, The Religions of the Roman Empire
(1970), p. 14.

Charles A. Seltman, Women in Antiquity (1956), p.
82; C. Gascoigne Hartley, The Position of Women in
Primitive Society (1914), p. 206-207; and Boulding, p.
186.

Diner, p. 170.

Ibid.

The Oxford Classical Dictionary (Oxford, 1970), p.

For Tamyris, see The Macmillan Dictionary of Women'’s
Biography, ed. Jennifer S. Uglow (1982), p. 457; and
Eilean Ni Chuilleanain (éd.), Irrish Women: Image and

Achievement—Women in Irish Culture from Earliest
Times (1985), p. 14.

31. Ni Chuilleanain, p. 14.

32. Nora Chadwick, The Celts (1970), p. 50.

33. The Athenian festival of Boedromion, for example, was
held to commemorate the defeat of the Amazons by
Theseus, and the ceremonial ritual in honor of the dead
at Panopsion was believed to honor the fallen Amazons.
But see G. D. Rothery, The Amazons (1910), for the
kind of unhistorical treatment that undermined the whole
concept.

34. Macmillan Dictionary of Biography, pp. 459460, and
Oxford Classical Dictionary,

p- 1041.

35. Diner, p. 172.

36. Chadwick, p. 55.

37. Boulding, p. 318.

38. The Cogul figures are described by James (1959), p. 21,

and the females of ancient Britain in Seltman, p. 37.

-365-



39 -
40.
4].

42.

Harding, p. 135.

Stone, pp. 168-178.

Hilary Evans, The Oldest Profession: An lIllustrated
History of Prostitution (1979), P — 33 —

John Langdon - Davies, A Short History of Women
(1928), p. 141

I faaddl
Robert Graves, The Greek Myths (2 vols, 1960), |, p. 28.
See Marilyn French, Beyond Power: Men, Women, and
Morals (1985), p. 49 ff. Gerda Lemer, in The Creation of
Patriarchy (New York and Oxford, 1986), p. 146, reports
that over 30,000 Mother — Goddess figurines have been
found in 3,000 sites in southeast Europe alone. For the
Winnepagos, see Harding, p. 117.
Shuttle and Redgrove, p. 66; de Riencourt, p. 30.

Shuttle and Redgrove, p. 139; E. O. James, Sacrifice and
Sacrament (1962), passim.

Farb, p. 72. «Sub - incision» is also discussed by Freud
and Bettelheim, among others.

lan D. Suttie, The Origins of Love and Hate (1960), p. 87.
Margaret Mead, Male and Female: A Study of the Sexes
in a Changing World (New York, 1949), p. 98.

Joseph Campbell (éd.), Papers from the Eranos Year
Books, Vol. V, Man and Transformation (1964), p. 12.

Jean Markdale, Women of the Celts (Paris, New York
and London, p14

Lee Alexander Stone, The Story ofPhallicism (first
published 1879; Chicago, 1927 edition), pp. 12-13;
and G. R. Scott, Phallic Worship: A History of Sex and
Sex Rites in Relation to the Religion of All Races from
Antiquity to the Present Day (New Delhi, 1975).
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10.

11.
12.
13.
14.

15.
16.
17.
18.

19.
20.

21.
22.

23.
24.
25.

Gould Davis, p. 98. For further details of the numerous
and varied Indian rites of phallus — worship see Edwardes,
pp- 55-94.

Edwardes, pp. 72-75.

Gould Davis, p. 99.

Lee Alexander Stone, p. 75.

The phases of the dispossession of the Great Goddess
are described by loseph Campbell in The Masks of God:
Occidental Mythology (New York, 1970).

Graves (1960), pp. 58-60.

Ni Chuilleandin, p. 16; James (1959), p. 53.

Calder, p. 160.

Forawiderdiscussion of these key historical developments
of the agricultural revolution and the massive migration of
peoples over all the known world from about 3000 B.C.
onward, see The Times Atlas of World History (revised
edition, 1986); and J. M. Roberts, The Hutchinson History
of the World (1976).

Fisher, p. 122.

Geoffrey Parrinder, Sex in the World’s Religions (1980),
pp. 105-106.

De Riencourt, p. 35 and p. viii.

Macmillan Dictionary of Biography, p. 54. According to
some sources (the later Greco — Roman historians Appian
of Alexandria, and Porphyry), Ptolemy succeeded in
marrying Berenice in 81 B.C., and killed her 19 days
after the wedding.

Fisher, pp. 206-207.

Boulding, p. 20.

Julia O’Faolain and Laura Martines, Not in God’s Image:
Women in History (1973)> P —57; and see Livy’s History,
Book 34.
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26.
27.
28.
29.

30.

32.

33.

34.

35.
36.
37.

Plutarch, Dialogue on Love.
Farb, p. 42.
O’Faolain and Martines, p. 62.

The Illustrated Origin of Species, ed. Richard A. Leakey
(1979 ), p. 58.

«Kingsworthy: A Victim of Rape» describes the
excavations at Worthy Park, Kingsworthy, Hampshire,
England, by Sonia Chadwick Hawkes of Oxford
University, and Dr. Calvin Wells for the Department
of the Environment. It is reported in Antiquity and The
Times, 23 July 1975

C. P. Fitzgerald, China: A Short Cultural History (1961)
p. 52.

Lynn Thorndike, A Short History of Civilization (1927),
p. 148.

For Agnodice’s story, see the Macmillan Dictionary of
Biography, p7

Mead, p. 206.

Macmillan Dictionary of Biography, p. 464.

It is only fair to the unknown band of female medics
who practiced before Fabiola to stress that she is the
first woman doctor to be known by name. Women were
practicing medicine as carly as 3000 B.C. in Egypt,
where an inscription on the medical school of the Temple
of Sais, north of Memphis, records: «I have come from
the school of medicine at Heliopolis, and have studied at
the Women’s School at Sais, where the divine mothers
have taught me how to cure disease.» In addition, the
Kuhn medical papyri of ¢. 2500 B.C. established that
Egyptian women specialists diagnosed pregnancy, treated
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custom of droit du seigneur, not as is widely believed, the
lord's demand to exercise his rights of possession over
his female serfs. The latter became in time an accepted
«explanation» of what time had rendered inexplicable,
then passed into social expectation and even into the
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