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Abstract:

This essay 1 is the first stage in a larger project that
investigates an inter-imperial history of knowledge
production through the prism of Bahrl’s activities and
networks at various imperial sites in the Dutch, British and
German empires as well as the French imperial nation-state.
In this essay, I begin by asking how we can tell the history of
the nationalist, journalist, author and traveler Yunis Bahri
(ca. 1901-1979) — once known in Arab-speaking populations
from Europe across the Middle East to South East Asia
as the »Iraqi traveller« (Arabic al-sa’ih al-‘iraqi) — by
acknowledging his interimperial life and activities. Taking
the archives of the German Foreign Office as examples, I
seek to render these inter-imperial coordinates of his life
visible. Previous research on Bahri has neglected these
inter-imperial connections. Due to this reduction, Bahr?’s
case could be described as a dualistic story of »Middle
Eastern-German« relations. Thus, he could be a symbol for
an ideological proximity of Arab nationalists and National
Socialism. In this essay, I want to move away from the
civilizational lens underlying such arguments by developing
a broader methodological outlook. If Bahr?’s story 1 The
research for this paper has been generously funded by the
German Research Foundation (DFG) within the framework
of the Research Group 955 »Actors of Globalization«. I am
grateful to both reviewers, Ulrike Freitag and Peter Wien,
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for their comments. I also wish to thank Sebastian Conrad,
Andreas Eckert, Kerstin Stubenvoll, Nikolay Kamenov and
Dolf-Alexander Neuhaus of the DFG research group as well
as Heike Liebau, Larissa Schmid, Regina Sarreiter and
AnanditaBajpai of the ZMO-research group »Trajectories
of Lives and Knowledge« for comments on earlier versions
of this paper. Moreover, I am greatly indebted to the critical
comments by Ruth Streicher. forms part of the historical
relationship between Arab nationalists and National
Socialism, it is also an element of wider inter-imperial
histories. To bring out these histories requires reading
practices of the archives that do not follow civilizational
or national logics. I therefore take what the archives of
the German Foreign Office tell about Bahri as a starting
point to tease out how his activities transgress civilizational
historiographical frameworks. In conclusion, I explain how
the conceptual shift involved in my argument leads to a both
broader and denser account of the politics that governed
Bahr?’s life and other actors like him. Keywords: Yinis
Bahri, propaganda, journalism, Arab nationalism, National
Socialism, Islam, interimperial connections, knowledge,
archive, global intellectual history
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Introduction:

This essay forms part of a larger project that inquiries
into the life and activities of the Arab nationalist, journalist
and travellerYiinisBahri (ca. 1901-1979) as a window onto
the global and interimperial dimensions of Arab nationalism,
antiimperialism and Pan-Islamism. Bahri was once known
as the »Iraqi traveller« (Arabic al-sa’ih al- ‘iraqi) not only
in the Mashreq, but also in European publications as well as
among Arabic-speaking communities in South East Asia.
People who remember him today mostly associate him with
his role as a traveller, journalist and as an announcer for
Arab language National Socialist radio propaganda during
the Second World War. By focusing on Bahr1’s journalistic
and political activities across several continents and empires
from the inter-war period and World War II to the Cold
War and the era of decolonisation, my larger project seeks
to ZMO Working Papers 18 - Nils Riecken + How to read
German state archives differently - 2017 2 trace how Bahri
formed part of and connected different sites of knowledge
production. I thus pay particular attention to how Bahri
was part of certain south-south networks between the Dutch
East Indies, the Arabian Peninsula, the Maghreb and
Western Europe. From this translocal perspective I focus on
specific sites and episodes of his life from a micro historical
perspective.2 Recent research on German National Socialist
wartime propaganda for the Middle East has highlighted

£Yy
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Bahr?’s role as a radio announcer for National Socialist
radio propaganda. He has figured here as one of those Arab
nationalists who found ideological partners in the National
Socialists and their anti-Semitism.3 Such accounts connect
Bahr?’s and other Arab expatriates’ stories to a historical
confluence of what they portray as two strands of eliminatory
anti-Semitism: the antiSemitism of Islam and Arabs on one
hand and the anti-Semitism of the National Socialist regime
on the other. Moreover, these accounts interpret this
historical confluence as the root of contemporary Islamism
and anti-Semitic views among Arabs today.4 Interpreting
the cooperation between Arab nationalists and the National
Socialist regime as the birthplace of contemporary Islamism
relies on the assumption of a direct continuity of the 1930s
and 1940s with today. Such a view produces a specific
concept of history — in this case, the history of the political
attitudes of Arab societies — as linear, empty and continuous.
Students of nationalism have historicised such views of
history and concepts — such as »Germany« — as an effect of
nationalist discursive practices.5 The same point applies to
this case. Civilizational and culturalist discourses typically
produce a view of »the Arab world«, »the Islamic world«,
»the Middle East«, »the West« and »Islam« as travelling
through the 2 Ulrike Freitag and Achim von Oppen,
»Introduction: >Translocality<: An Approach to Connection
and Transfer in Area Studies«, in Translocality: The Study
of Globalising Processes from a Southern Perspective, ed.
Ulrike Freitag and Achim von Oppen, Studies in Global

&Yy



Social History (Leiden and Boston: Brill, 2010); Ulrike
Freitag and Achim von Oppen,» Translokalitiitals Zugangzur
Geschichte globaler Verflechtungen «, H-Soz-u-Kult (2005),
http://hsozkult.geschichte.hu-berlin.de/forum/2005-06-001.
3 Jeffrey Herf, Nazi Propaganda for the Arab World (New
Haven, Conn. and London: Yale University Press, 2009). 8,
71, 139, 234, 238, 280, n. 154.Herf’s text frames Bahr?’s life
within the coordinates of the Middle East and Germany as
civilizational spheres. 4 Ibid., Barry Rubin and Wolfgang
G. Schwanitz, Nazis, Islamists, and the Making of the
Modern Middle East (Yale University Press, 2014); Matthias
Kiintzel, »Zeesenbis Beirut. National sozialismus und
Antisemitismus in der arabischen Welt«, in Neuer
Antisemitismus? Eineglobale Debatte, ed. DoronRabinovici,
Ulrich Speck and NatanSznaider (Frankfurt am Main:
Suhrkamp, 2004). 5 Benedict Anderson, Imagined
Communities. Reflections on the Origin and Spread of
Nationalism, revised ed. (London and New York: Verso,
2006). empty, homogenous time of a history where the basic
units are »cultures« and »civilizations«. Framed by what I
find too rigid conceptual coordinates — »German-Arab«
relations on one hand, and the relation between »National
Socialism« and »Islam« on the other — Bahri’s life could be
reduced to the role of illustrating the »cultural fusion,
borrowing and interaction between Nazi ideology and
certain strains of Arab nationalism and Islamic religious
traditions.«6 In contradistinction to this outlook, my
approach builds on two strands of research that help to cast
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a different light on Bahr1’s story. The first strand challenges
the view of a direct continuity between National Socialism,
Arab nationalism, Islam and today’s Islamism. It emphasises
the importance of local circumstances, foregrounds
decolonisation as a historical context of this relationship and
works with a broader outlook on intellectual history.7
Second, my approach builds on research that studies the
lives of actors within a global frame, that is, beyond
established units of analysis such as nation-states or one
linguistic framework.8 6 Herf, Nazi Propaganda for the
Arab World: 3. See also the formulation: »the diffusion of
ideology and of a meeting of hearts and minds that began
from very different civilizational starting points.« Ibid., 14.
7 Peter Wien, »Neue Generation< und Fiihrersehnsucht.
Generation enkonflikt und totalitire TendenzenimIrak der
dreifligerJahre«, in Blind fiir die Geschichte? Arabische
Begegnungenmitdem Nationalsozialismus, ed. Gerhard
Hopp, Peter Wien and René Wildangel (Berlin: Klaus
Schwarz Verlag, 2004); Peter Wien, »Coming to Terms with
the Past: German Academia and Historical Relations
between the Arab Lands and Nazi Germany«, International
Journal of Middle East Studies 42, no. 02 (2010); Peter Wien,
»The Culpability of Exile: Arabs in Nazi Germany,
Geschichte und Gesellschaft 37, no. 3 (2011); Peter Wien,
»Arabs and Fascism: Empirical and Theoretical
Perspectives«, Die Welt des Islams 52, no. 3/4 (2012);
GotzNordbruch, »The Arab World and National Socialism
— Some Reflections on an Ambiguous Relationship«, Orient-
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Institut Studies. Rethinking Totalitarianism and its Arab
Readings 1 (2012); GétzNordbruch, »Islam as a >Giant
Progressive Leap« — Religious Critiques of Fascism and
National Socialism, 1933-1945«, Die Welt des Islams 52, no.
3/4 (2012); Ulrike Freitag and Israel Gershoni, »The Politics
of Memory. The Necessity for Historical Investigation into
Arab Responses to Fascism and Nazism«, Geschichte und
Gesellschaft 37, no. 3 (2011); Israel Gershoni, »Why the
Muslims Must Fight against Nazi Germany: Muhammad
NajﬁﬁSidqi’s Plea«, Die Welt des Islams 52, no. 3/4 (2012);
Israel Gershoni, ed., Arab Responses to Fascism and Nazism:
Attraction and Repulsion (Austin: University of Texas Press,
2014); Marc David Baer, »Muslim Encounters with Nazism
and the Holocaust: The Ahmadi of Berlin and Jewish
Convert to Islam Hugo Marcus«, The American Historical
Review 120, no. 1 (2015). 8 See Isabella Lohr, »Lives Beyond
Borders, or: How to Trace Global Biographies, 1880-1950«,
Comparativ 23, no. 6 (2013); George E. Marcus,
»Ethnography in/of the World System: The Emergence of
Multi-Sited Ethnography«, Annual Review of Anthropology
24 (1995); Bernd Hausberger, Globale Lebensliufe:
Menschen als Akteureim welt geschichtlichen Geschehen
(Wien: Mandelbaum, 2006); David Lambert and Alan
Lester, »Introduction. Imperial Spaces, Imperial ZMO
Working Papers 18 - Nils Riecken - How to read German
state archives differently - 2017 3 Taken together, these
works allow us to frame actors like Bahri as imperial actors
whose lives connected various empires, who played a part in
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processes of knowledge production in the global South and
the global North and connected both areas. We can ask,
then, how Bahri developed a skill-set as a propagandist that
he could profitably offer in various imperial settings — Dutch,
Iraqi, German, Jordanian and French. And what kind of
similarities and differences can we observe in his use of
nationalist and Islamic rhetoric at different times and
places? What is interesting about an actor such as Bahri is
not only his crossing of multiple borders as such. What is
conceptually at stake are the following issues: How is his life
and the narration of his life connected to the history of
modernity biographically, conceptually and politically?
From my perspective, his life does not simply constitute »the
other« of a Euro-American modernity. The shift I propose
here has political consequences insofar as it touches upon
the very conceptual ground of Bahr?’s story in literature. It
establishes a different and broader frame for telling the
political frame for interpreting Bahri’s life and connected to
the representation of his biography. In this essay, I start by
exploring Bahr?’s activities through the particular archive
of a particular site of Bahr?’s life, that of the German Foreign
Office in Berlin. I suggest that the archive in fact contains
traces of this inter-imperial history that have so far not been
addressed enough and that call tell us a different story of
Bahr?’s life and activities. Whereas previous research has
mostly interpreted Bahr?’s activities in Berlin during the
Second World War as a radio announcer within a framework
conceived along civilizational, national and cultural lines, I
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thus take what the archives of the German Foreign Office
tell about Bahri as a starting point to tease out how his
activities transgress such historiographical frameworks.
This shift in perspective is to allow us to develop an inter-
imperial history of knowledge production through the prism
of Bahr’s propagandistic activities at various imperial sites
in the Dutch, British and German empires as well as the
French imperial nation-state.

BahrT’s life can help us to further rethink the history of
Arab nationalism, anti-imperialism, National Socialism
and Pan-Islamism in relation to the history of modernity.
Discussions about National Socialism and its murderous
violence have always also been discussions about modernity
and its others.16 Assertions of intrinsic links between
National Socialism, Arab nationalism and Islam form,
willingly or not, part of this on-going negotiation of the
question of modernity — not just in the framework of
German or European history, but within a global frame.
Those who see a close alignment of Arab nationalists and
National Socialists as well as National Socialism and Islam
provide transregional histories based on their readings
of the archives. Such readings tend to tacitly assume that
Arab nationalists were only Muslims and thus adherents of
»Islam« as a »religion«. Such a view is problematic for many
reasons. The view of entities such as »Islam«, »religion« and
»National Socialism« as container-like entities precludes
a more thorough engagement with conceptual issues such
as the modern constitution of »religion« as a category,
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the heterogeneous social realities subsumed under these
concepts, and the history of these conceptualisations
themselves. Presenting Arab nationalists as Muslims per se
overlooks the existence of Christian Arab nationalists, thus
allowing the reduction of Arab nationalism to Islam.

He was born in Mosul, presumably between 1901 and
1904 — or 10 December 1908 as the files in the archive of the
German Foreign Ministry state.18 Yiinis (or Yinus — both
versions appear throughout the historical sources in Arabic
and German, English and other translations) is a Quranic
name used by Muslims, Christians and Jews alike and thus
does not indicate Bahr?’s religious background. Mosul was
then part of the Ottoman Empire. Subsequently it became
part of the British Mandate for Mesopotamia (1920-1932)
and as of 1932 of Iraq as a constitutional monarchy. Most
sources state that Bahri died in Bagh- 17 See Ruth Mas,
»Follow the Politics«, Bulletin for the Study of Religion 43,
no. 4 (2014): esp 12. 18 Politisches Archiv, AuswiirtigesAmt
(PA AA) B 82 Nr. 525, V3-88, 1964-1968. The year 1904 is
given in Rush and Priestland, Records of Iraq. 1914-1966,
52.dad in 1979. One source states that he was buried in Al-
Ghazzili-cemetery in March (Adhar) of the same year.19
A biographical dictionary states, however, that Bahri had
moved to Abu Dhabi and died there in 1978.20 As his full
name YinisSalihBahri al-Jabiri indicates, he was born into
the predominantly Sunni tribe of the Jabiiris. A file in the
German Foreign Office, which was produced in the 1960s,
mentions several versions of »BahriYounes«, namely »alias
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Bey-Bahri, alias Al-Bahrry-Jaboury, alias El-Djaboury-
Bahri, alias El-Dakrani«.21 A biographical dictionary
indicates that he grew up in a well-to-do landowning
family.22 His father was SalihAga Al-Jabiiri who is referred
to as a civil servant in several districts of Ottoman Empire,
a Yuzba$i (captain in Ottoman army) in charge of the
protection of the mail between Istanbul and Mosul.23
Mu ‘in‘Abd al-Qadir Al Zakariya’s assertion that Bahri was
the first Iraqi to establish a newspaper outside Iraq points
again to the role Bahri’s travelling plays in present ways of
remembering Iraq within a global frame.24 The trend to
remember Bahri as an adventurer often leads to what seems
like exaggerated assertions about his life. For instance, Al-
‘Ani states that Bahri had »at least forty wives« and spoke
sixteen languages and dialects.25 I already referred to Bahri’s
reputation as a traveller. Contemporary websites about
Bahr1 often stress his role as a legendary Iraqi traveller.26
An issue of the Italian journal Oriente 19 Halid Abd al-
Mun‘im Al-‘Ani, »Al-Muqgaddima«, in Mudhakkirat. Al-
rahhalaYiinusBahri. FisignAbii Garibma‘arigal al-‘ahd
al-malakifi  al-‘Iragba‘damagzaraqasr  al-rahab‘amm
1958 [Memoirs. The travellerYunisBahri in the prison of
Abu Ghraib with the men of the royal era in Iraq after the
bloodbath of Qasr al-Rahab 1958], ed. Halid ‘Abd al-Mun ‘im
Al-‘Ani (Beirut: Al-Dar al-‘arabiya li-l-mausi‘at, 2005),
6. See also KamilHursid, »Yiunis Bahri. Ustiirahaqiqal«,
Al-maktabah.net, 2010, http://www.almaktabah.net/vb/
showthread.php?t=60231, accessed 2.2.2014. 20 Edmund A.
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Ghareeb, »Historical Dictionary of Iraq. With the assistance
of Beth Dougherty«, Historical Dictionaries of Asia, Oceania,
and the Middle East (Lanham, Maryland, and Oxford: The
Scarecrow Press, 2004), 36. 21 PA AA B 82 Nr. 525, V3-
88 1964-1968. It is significant that this information came
from the German embassy in Paris because it indicates
that Bahri spent time in France and quite possibly in
Paris. 22 Ghareeb, »Historical Dictionary of Iraq«, 36.
23 »Ustira al-ard ..al-musamma Yinis Bahri« [Legend of
the world .. Yanis Bahri] [Oral presentation delivered by
the historian Professor Doctor Sayyar al-Jamil in the Club
Al-Salam in Toronto in Canada on the evening April/Nisan
30, 2011, during a special Iraqi night attended by over 260
guests from Canada and the United States.],

Bahri started travelling through Iraq in 1920 and soon
beyond that across the Mashreq, Maghreb and Europe,
acquiring several dialects and languages. Several sources
state that Bahri studied in Istanbul.29 Reportedly, Bahri
lived in Paris for a while, fell into debt, was subsequently
incarcerated in Paris, finally relieved and could travel back
to the Mashreq. A report on »leading personalities of Iraq for
1945« for the British Foreign Office tells this story as follows:
From 1923 t0 1926 he held minor clerical posts in Government
offices. In June 1926, he went on a journey round the world
and was repatriated destitute from Paris after having served
a term of imprisonment for a misdemeanour. Between 1929
and 1933 he travelled in Arab countries, including Tripoli,
Tunis and the Hadhramaut, also Java, India, Afghanistan
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and Iran. On his return to Iraq he took up journalism and
gave his support to extreme nationalism.30 Based on sources
from other archives, including the German Foreign Office,
this story can be substantially expanded. Perhaps it was
during this time in France in the 1920s that he married the
Dutch painter Julie HenriétteEugénie van der Veen (1903-
1997), as a picture of both suggests.31 Ustirahaqiqiya!!
[YanisBahri. A real legend!!]«,

‘At least between 1931 and 1933 he was involved with the
editing of two periodicals.34 The first was Al-Kuwait wa-I-
‘Iraqi (»Kuwait and the Iraqi«), which appeared from 1931
until at least June 1932. The title referred to ‘Abd al-‘Aziz
al-Rufayyid from Kuwait and Bahri.35 On the title page
of the first issue both appear as proprietors and editors of
the periodical. When Bahr1 left, however, the periodical, its
name changed to Al-Kuwait. Bahri then edited a periodical
titled Al-Haqq (»The Truth«) in Bogor, a town a little south
to Batavia from 1932 until the beginning of 1933. At the same
time, he was working as a correspondent for at least one
Egyptian periodical.36 Natalie Mobini-Kesheh has pointed
out that Ibn Saud financed the magazines to call upon
Muslims to perform the Hajj in Mecca. It might be argued
that Ibn Saud was not only calling for a religious duty, but
also had financial reasons in mind because the pilgrimage
constituted an important source of income.37 It is quite safe
to assume that Ibn Saud knew Bahri personally.38 Having
returned to Iraq, which was partially independent since 1930
and officially fully independent since 1932 when it joined
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the League of 32 E. G. Miller, »Foiling Espionage in Berlin
Radio’s Arabic Service«, The Journal of Historical Review
19, no. 1 (2000).

For instance, in December 1938 he was seen in Jidda, as
a file of the Foreign Office states.48 This note is another
indicator for connections between Bahri and Ibn Saud.
Bahri left Iraq in 1939 — most probably in April49 — with
the help of Fritz Grobba (1886-1973), German envoy in
Baghdad. A Lufthansa flight took Bahri from Baghdad to
Berlin. There are differing accounts of how this came about.
The anecdote I just mentioned implies that Bahri had to
flee from Iraq because of his anti-British stance. Another
version suggests he first offered his services as a radio
announcer to the British, who contemplated hiring Bahri
for their Arabic propaganda, but after they finally decided
against it, he joined the Germans.50 In Berlin Bahri became
an important speaker of the Arabic radio propaganda of the
National Socialist regime.S1 Bahrl was hired as a freelance
worker for the »Internationaler Programmaustausch«
(IPA) of the »Reichsrundfunkgesellschaft«. As said earlier,
it is Bahr?’s role as a speaker for »Radio Berlin« or »Voice
of Free Arabism« that he is today widely associated with,
especially in the Arab world.52 Peter Wien points out that
the Iraqi Abraham Elkabir compared Bahri to »Lord Haw
Haw« — a name 46 PA AA NL Grobba, 13. See also Hans
Goldenbaum, »Nationalsozialismusals Antikolonialismus,
Vierteljahrsheftefiir Zeitgeschichte 64, no. 3 (2016), 486.
47 Freitag and Gershoni, »The Politics of Memory.The
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Necessity for Historical Investigation into Arab Responses
to Fascism and Nazism«, 323. 48 FO 371/23271 Jedda
Report December 1938. I owe this information to Ulrike
Freitag. 49 Rush and Priestland, Records of Iraq. 1914-
1966, 53. 50 Farhat Ziadeh et al., »Interview with Farhat
Ziadeh, Nicholas Heer and Ilsa Cirtautas by Terri DeYoung
and Gabriel Skoog,

Bent on protecting the Iraqi he had helped to come to
Germany, Grobba stated that Bahrl was famous in the Arab
world. Referring to the already mentioned BBC-broadcast
on Bahri he wrote: »He had a resounding voice and a
suggestive way of speaking. Within a short time, he was so
popular in the Arab world that the B.B.C. fiercely attacked
him in a broadcast, while not sparing the author because
the latter had sent Yunus Bahri to Berlin.«67 A closer look
at the files of the German Foreign Office reveals several
things. Not only were Bahr1”’s credentials in doubt when he
worked for the National Socialist regime, but his connection
with Germany did not end with this job. He came back to
Germany and through the files produced around these stays
in Germany we learn that Bahri seemingly kept on selling his
propagandistic skills to more than one power. Reading the
archives of the German Foreign Office differently I suggest
an exclusive temporal and spatial focus on Bahr?’s time in
Berlin from 1939 until 1945 — and his association with the
National Socialist regime — prevents us from understanding
that his life and his activities were situated within wider
inter-imperial histories. This framing has a direct impact on
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how we tell his story as an example of Arab nationalists’
cooperation with National Socialist Germany. But if we
follow the argument of global history, these connections are
not peripheral, but constitutive for telling the history of his
— modern - life. Limiting our archival gaze at the files to
the events during the Second World War and or by taking
this period as the point zero of a history of contemporary
Islamist anti-Semitism, we overlook the wider coordinates
of the politics of Bahri”’s life

Moreover, the files of the German Foreign Office tell us
that King Abdallah of Jordan (1882-1951) forgave Bahr1 for
his activities during the Second World War and awarded him
Jordanian nationality.84 In an article on »Arab Propaganda
Rivalries in Middle East Broadcasts« from 28 February a
correspondent of The Times situated the broadcasts of
the Amman radio station in the conflict between Jordan
and Egypt: Amman radio’s approach to affairs, especially
foreign relations, is so different from Cairo’s that the »Voice
of the Arabs« [the Cairo radio station, N.R.] at once put it
about that the new Jordan station was in fact the voice of the
British Foreign Office, that its policies were not governed by
the Jordan Government, and that Younis al Bahri (possibly
together with King Hussein) received his instructions direct
from Mr. Selwyn Lloyd {then British Foreign Secretary,
N.R.]. While the equipment is almost certainly British, it
is extremely unlikely that the British connexion is strong
enough to direct the content of the broadcasts.85 Files in
the British Foreign Office also provide evidence that Bahri
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worked for the Amman radio station: »They brought Yunis

Bahri to wage radio propaganda against the ESS powers
[Egypt, Syria and Saudi-Arabia, N.R.]. Jordan did not wish
to harm her relations with these countries. Mr. Allen asked
who had brought Yunis Bahri to Jordan. Mr. Rifa’i replied
that it had been the British, working through the King.«86
Furthermore, the files of the German Foreign Office point
to another episode where Bahri apparently could employ his
propagandistic know how

The report explains that Bahri had left Germany for
France because he had been afraid of being arrested, even
though the German administration had already rejected
the Iraqi and the Egyptian administrations’ request for his
expulsion. Subsequently, the German authorities stopped
their penal proceedings against Bahri due to the statute of
limitations (»Verfolgungs verjahrung«).89 The files in the
German Foreign Office do not tell us more about Bahr?’s
work in Paris. But they reveal that Bahr?’s time in Germany
does not end in 1945, nor can his cooperation with the
German regime be conceptually reduced to a civilizational
logic of ideological fusion. Conclusion The argument I
wanted to make here is simply that in combination with
other archives the German Foreign Office’s files can tell us
a much more complicated story about Bahr?’s place within
multiple imperial entanglements and the complexities of
lives connecting these empires.
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