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6. If a man violates the right of another and deflowers the virgin wife of a young (1)
man, they shall kill that male.
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7. If the wife of a man on her own initiative, approaches a man and initiates (2)

sexual relations with him, they shall kill that woman, that male shall be
released.
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If a man acts in violation of the rights of another, and deflowers the virgin slave (1)
woman of man, he shall weigh, and deliver 5 shekels of silver.
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13. If a man is accused of sorcery he must undergo ordeal by water; if he is (3)
proven innocent, his accuser must pay 3 shekels. (10).
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14. If a man accused the wife of a young man of promiscuity, but the river (1)
Ordeal clears her, the man who accused her shall weigh and deliver 20 shekels
of silver.
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40 Married women, widows, and Assyrian women must not have their heads (1)
uncovered when they go out into the street. Daughters of status must be veiled,
whether by a veil, a robe, or a [mantle]; they must not have their heads
uncovered. When...,..., or...... they need not be veiled, but when the go into the
street [alone] they are to be veiled. A concubine on the street with her mistress

is to be veiled. A hierodule who has gotten married must be veiled on the street,

but a single hierodule must have her head uncovered; she may not be veiled. A
harlot is not to be veiled; her head must be uncovered.

Any man who sees a veiled harlot is to apprehend her, produce witnesses and
bring her to the palace entrance. Although her jewelry may not be taken the one
who apprehended her may take her clothing. She will be caned (fifty stripes),
and have pitch poured on her head. If a man sees a veiled harlot and lets her go
rather than bringing her to the palace entrance, will himself be caned (50
stripes). The one who turned him in may take his clothing. His ears will be
pierced, threaded with a cord tied behind him, and he will be sentenced to a full
month'’s hard labor for the king.

Slave-girls are not to be veiled either. Any man who sees a veiled slave-girl is to
apprehend her and bring her to the palace entrance. Her ears will be cut off, and
the man who apprehended her may take her clothes. If a man sees a veiled
slave-girl and lets her go rather than bringing her to the palace entrance, and he
has been charged and convicted, he is to be caned (50 stripes). His ears will be
pierced, threaded with a cord tied behind him, and he will be sentenced to a full
month's hard labor for the king.
hitp://jewishchristianlit.com/Texts/ANElaws/midAssyrLaws.html

Middle Assyrian Law Code

Tablet A

Based on a comparison of the translations of

G.R. Driver & J. C. Miles with that of Theophile Meek
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41 If a man wants to veil his concubine, he must assemble five or six of his (1)
neighbors and veil her in front of them, and say, “She is my wife." In this way

she becomes his wife. A concubine who has not been veiled in front of
witnesses, or whose husband has not said, “She is my wife,"” is not a wife; she

is still a concubine. If a man has died and has no sons by his veiled wife, his
sons by his concubines become <legitimate > sons; they are each to receive a
share of his property.
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Ancient History Sourcebook: A Collection of Contracts from Mesopotamia, c. (1)
2300 - 428 BCE

From: George Aaron Barton, "Contracts," in Assyrian and Babylonian Literature:
Selected Transactions, With a Critical Introduction by Robert Francis Harper
(New York: D. Appleton & Company, 1904), pp. 256-276.

Scanned by: J. S. Arkenberg, Dept. of History, Cal. State Fullerton. Prof.
Arkenberg may have modernized the text.

https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/ancient/mesopotamia-contracts.asp. (10-9-
2017), (16:20).
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Contract for Adoption, ¢. 2000 B.C. 1)

This tablet, which dates from before 2000 B.C., needs no explanation. It makes
the form and conditions of adoption sufficiently clear.

Arad-Iskhara, son of Ibni-Shamash, has adopted Ibni-Shamash. On the day
when Arad-Iskhara to Ibni-Shamash, his father, shall say, "You are not my
father," he shall bind him with a chain and sell him for money. When Ibni-
Shamash to Arad-Iskhara, his son, shall say, "You are not my son," he shall
depart from house and household goods; but a son shall he remain and inherit
with his sons.

https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/ancient/mesopotamia-contracts.asp#Adoption.
(10-9-2017), (16:20).
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Contract for Adoptioi Ninth year of Nabonidus, 544 B.C. (1)

This document illustrates not only the method of adoption, but the way in which
that process might be made impossible by the will of an ancestor in cases
involving property.Bel-kagir, son of Nadinu, son of Sagillai, spoke thus to
Nadinu. his father, son of Ziri-ya, son of Sagillai: To Bit-turni you did send me
and | took Zunna as my wife and she has not borne me son or daughter. Bel-
ukin, son of Zunna, my wife, whom she bore to her former husband, Niqudu,
son of Nur-Sin, let me adopt and let him be my son; on a tablet record his
sonship, and seal and bequeath to him our revenues and property, as much as
there is, and let him be the son taken by our hands." Nadinu was not pleased
with the word Bel-kagir, his son, spoke to him. Nadinu had written on a tablet,
= "For the future any other one is not to take their revenues and property," and
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had bound the hands of Bel-kagir, and had published in the midst, saying: "On =
the day when Nadinu goes to his fate, after him, if a son shall be born from the
loins of Bel-kagir, his son shall inherit the revenues and properties of Nadinu, his
father; if a son is not born from the loins of Bel-kagir, Bel-kagir shall adopt his
brother and fellow heir and shall bequeath his revenues and the properties of
Nadinu his father to him. Bel-kagir may not adopt another one, but shall take his
brother and fellow-heir unto sonship on account of the revenues and properties
which Nadinu has bequeathed." (From this point the tablet is too broken for
translation until we reach the witnesses. It was dated) at Babylon in the ninth
year of Nabonidus.

https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/ancient/mesopotamia-contracts.asp#Adoption
(10-9-2017), (16:20)
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Contract for Adoption, Thirteenth year of Nabonidus, 542 B.C.

We saw above that marriage was a means of emancipation; the tablet last given
shows that adoption was a still more common method of accomplishing it. In the
case before us, a man who, judging from the generations of his descendants
mentioned, must have been very old, emancipated or adopted his slave on
condition that the slave should take care of him. The slave thus adopted ran
away and fell into the hands of the granddaughter of his former master
whereupon that master destroyed the tablet of adoption, and issued another
tablet, which bound the fugitive in slavery to his granddaughter and great-
granddaughter forever.

Iqisha-apla, son of Kuduru, son of Nur-Sin, had sealed a tablet of adoption for
his slave, Rimanni-Bel, whose name he called Rimut, in consideration of his
living and clothing. After that the tablet of adoption was sealed. Rammalli-Bel,

whose name is called Rimut, went away and did not give companionship,
nourishment, and clothing.

Esaggil-ramat, daughter of Ziri-ya, son of Nabai, wife of Iddin-Marduk, son of
Iqisha-apla, son of Nur-Sin, has taken him, given him shelter and befriended
him, and has given him friendship, nourishment, and clothing.lgisha-apla, son of
Kuduru, son of Nur-Sin, of his own free-will broke the tablet of adoption and
sealed him and has delivered him to Esaggil-ramat, and Nubtai, his daughter,
the daughter of Iddin-Marduk, son of Nur-Sin. He shall serve Esaggil-ramat and
Nubtai, her daughter; after Esaggil-ramat, he is given unto Nubtai, her daughter.
Whoever shall annul this word and present bond, which Igisha-apla has bound
— and given to Esaggil-ramat and Nubtai, his daughter, may Marduk and Sarpanit

(1)
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command his destruction! (This instrument is dated) at Babylon, in the thirteenth =
year of Nabonidus.

https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/ancient/mesopotamia-contracts.asp#Adoption.
(10-9-2017), (16:20)
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Eugene Cruz-Uribe: A New Look at the Adoption Papyrus, Vol. 74 (1988)
Published by: Egypt Exploration Society, pp. 220-223,

adoption of Rennufer by her husband Neb-nufer

Year 1, 3rd month of Summer, day 20, under the Majesty of the King of Upper
and Lower Egypt Ramesses (XI). On this day, proclamation to Amun of the
shining forth of this noble god, he arising and shining forth and making offering
to Amun.

Thereupon Neb-nufer, my husband, made a writing for me, the musician of Seth
Rennufer, and made me a daughter of his, and wrote down for me all he
possessed, having no son or daughter apart from myself. 'All profit that | have
made with her, | will bequeath it to Rennufer, my wife, and if <any of > my own
brothers or sisters arise to confront her at my death tomorrow or thereafter and
say "Let my brother's share be given (to me) ---."

Before many and numerous witnesses:

Behold, | have made the bequest to Rennufer, my wife, this day before Huy-
irymu, my sister.’he freeing of slaves

Year 28, 1st month of Inundation, day 10, under the Majesty of the King of
— Upper and Lower Egypt, Ramesses (XI). On this day, declaration made by the

(1)

(2)
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stable-master Neb-nufer and his wife the musician of Seth of Spermeru =
Rennufer, to wit:

'We purchased the female slave Dini-huiry and she gave birth to these three
children, one male and two female, in all three. And | (i.e. Rennufe) took them
and nourished them and brought them up, and | have reached this day with
them without their doing evil towards me, but they dealt well with me, | having
no son or daughter except them. And the stable-master Padiu entered my house
and took Ta-Amon-no, their elder sister, to wife, he being related to me and
being my younger brother. And | accepted him for her and he is with her at this
day.

Now behold, | have made her a freewoman of the land of Pharaoh, and if she
bears either son or daughter, they shall be freemen of the land of Pharaoh in
exactly the same way, they being with the stable-master Padiu, this younger
brother of mine. And the children shall be with their elder sister in the house of

Padiu, this stable-master, this younger brother of mine, and today | make him a
son of mine exactly like them.’

And she said:

‘As Amun endures, and the Ruler endures, | (hereby) make the people whom |
have put on record freemen of the land of Pharaoh, and if any son, daughter,
brother, or sister of their mother and their father should contest their rights,
except Padiu this son of mine - for they are indeed no longer with him as
servants, but are with him as younger siblings, being freemen of the land < of
Pharaoh > - may a donkey copulate with him and a donkey with his wife,
whoever it be that shall call any of them a servant.

nd if | have fields in the country, or if | have any property in the world, or if |
have merchants(?), these shall be divided among my four children, Padiu being
one of them. And as for these matters of which | have spoken, they are
entrusted in their entirety to Padiu, this son of mine, who dealt well with me
when | was a widow and when my husband had died.’

Before many and numerous witnesses... (both men and women).
(H. Gardiner 1940: 23-29)
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